S E RMON 


Preached before the 


j TIE SOCIETY 


FOR T H E. 


Propagation of the Goſpel in 
Voreign Parts; 


KEE es AT TAHEIR 
N ANNIVERSARY MEETING 
IN THE 


Pariſh Churchof St. Mary- . Bow; 
On Friday the 10th of February, 172 1. 


By th JR Reverend Father in GOD, * 
HUG Il; Ford Biſhop of BRISTOL 


EU D O 


Printed and Sold by Joſeph Downing, in Bartholome w- 
Cloſe near We#t- nnn 1722. 


4 
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February 16. 1721. 


At the Anniverſary Meeting of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel 
in Forergn Parts. 


Greed, That the Thanks of the So- 

ciety be given to the Right Re- 
verend the Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, for 
his Sermon preachd this Day before 
the Society; And that he be deſired to 
print the ſame. & 
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David Humphreys, Secretary. 
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Luxe XXIV. 47. 


And that Repentance and Remiſſt 1011 


of Sins ſhould be preached in his 
Name, among all Nations, Be. 
ginning at Feruſalem. 


= E find in this Chapter that 
Sf the Diſciples of our Bleſ- 
| ſed Saviour, who, upon 
hearing the heavenly Do- 
E2) crine he taught, ad ſee- 
ing e many Miracles he did, efteem'd 
him a Prophet mighty in Word and 
Deed, and truſted that he had been the 
Meſſias, who ſhould have redeem'd 1/ra- 
el, hal loſt their Hopes and Expectation 
__ his being condemn'd and crucify'd. 
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In Order therefore to revive their 
Faith and Confidence in him, that were 
well nigh extinct, after his Reſurrection 
he appeard firſt to Mary, and the other 


Women that came to his Sepulchre, - 


then to Peter, afterwards to two of the 
Diſciples going to Emmaus, and at laſt, 
on the ſame Day, to the Apofites and 
other Diſciples, that were met fogerher, 
and e he the Evidences they had 
of his being riſen from the Dead. And 
when upon his ſtanding in the Midſt 
of them, they were frighten d, and 
took him for a Spirit, he defird them 
to feel of him, and then eat before 
them, that their Senſes might aſſure 


them he was no Apparition, but truly 
the Perſon they took him for. 
And throughly to remove all their 


Fears and Doubts, he puts them in 
Mind, that in his Sufferings, which had 
ſo much ſcandalizd them, and. in his 


Reſurrection, which they ftill ſcarce 


knew how to believe, nothing had 
happen d but what, he had told them 
whilſt alive with them, was prophe- 


fied 
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fied of him, and muſt neceſſarily be 
accompliſh'd in him; and for their far- 
ther Conviction, whilſt at the ſame 
Time by his heavenly Grace he open'd 
their Underſtandings, he ſhewd them, 
from particular Paſſages in the Old Te- 
ſtament, that it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, 
and to riſe from the Dead the third Day ; 
and that as the happy Conſequence of 
all this, Pardon of Sins through him 
ſhould be publiſh'd to Mankind upon 
their Repentance, in the Words of the 
Text, And that Repentance and Remifon 
of Sins ſhould be preached in his Name, 
among all Nations, Beginning at Jeru- 
ſalem. 


From which Words I ſhall obſerve, 


I. The great Want all Nations were 
in of having Repentance and Re- + 
miſſion of Sins preach'd to them. 

II. What is meant by Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins being preach'd in 
the Name of Chriſt, | 

III. The great Advantage of having 
Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, 

>: ..: ahus 
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thus preach d to them in the Name | 


bt. 


And 1. Of the great Want all Na- 
tions were in of having Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins preach'd to them, 

The Cale of the Jews I ſhall not at 
all conſider in this Diſcourſe, what Ad- 
vantages they had, which were very 
great beyond the Heathen, nor what 
they ſtill wanted; but wholly confine 
my ſelf to the Gentile World, who in 
the Scripture are generally meant by the 
Nations. 

Now that they flood in Need of 
Remiſſion of Sins, their Conſcience in- 
ſtructed them, upon the Commiſſion of 
ſome heinous Offences againſt the Eight 
of Nature, and by its dreadful Accuſa- 
tions and Reproaches, let them on Va- 
riety of Ways to obtain it, by Diverſity 
of Sacrifices, by Purifications, and by 
ſundry Kinds of ſuperſtitious Obſervan- 
ces, without their being able after all 
to arrive at any rational Aſſurance of 
Pardon, and Eaſe in their Minds. But 
whats 
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| whatever they thought of themſelves, 
we, who are throughly inſtructed in 
that Law God has given all Mankind 
as the Rule of their Actions, know that 
they had molt grofsly broken that Law, 
and ſtood in Need of Pardon at the 
Hands of God for their Tranſgreſſions. 
If we take a View of that black Ca- 
talogue of Sins, with which their wiſe 
Men ſtand chargd by the Apoſtle, 
Rom. I. or the Accounts other Wri- 
ters give of the Corruption of Manners 
amongſt them about that Time, we 
ſhall find they had Occaſion for great 
Mercy to be forgiven of God. And if 
we conſider the State of the Heathens 
in all Ages, we ſhall find they have al- 
lowd themſelves in the Practice of ſe- 
veral Vices, without any Senſe of Guilt 
contracted by them; beſides what 
Sins they committed in Defiance of the 
Directions of their own Conſcience. 
And if omitting the Conſideration of 
their Duty to themſel ves and their Neigh- 
bour, we take a View of their Behavi- 
our in Relation ro God, there we ſhall 
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find them univerſally and groſsly defi- 


cient, moſt generally being ignorant of 
the One Supreme God, and inſenſible 
that they are the Work of his Hands, 
and owe all they are or have to his 
Goodneſs; worſhipping in his ſtead a 
Multitude of fictitious Deities, ſerving 
the Creature before the Creator, falling 
down to Stocks and Stones, and ado- 
ring Birds, and fourfooted Beaſts, and 
creeping Things; and in the barbarous 
Parts of the World, frequently paying 
Worſhip to the Devil himſelf, the Au- 
thor and Inflicter of Evil, as they eſteem 
him; and placing the Divine Service 
ſometimes in lewd Practices, ſometimes 
in cruel and bloudy Performances, and 
always mixing it with ridiculous and 
ſuperſtitious Obſervances. So that had 
they been never ſo innocent in the o— 
ther Parts of their Duty, yet were they 
highly criminal in what immediately re- 
lated to God, and extremely wanted the 
Remiſſion of their Sins. 

That in Order to obtain this, Re— 
pentance was neceſſary, the wiſeſt a- 


mongſt 
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mongſt them were convinc d, and not 
ſuch a Repentance as barely conſiſted in 
a Sorrow for their Offences, and begging 
Pardon for them; but ſuch as carry d with 
it the forſaking their former evil Ways, 
and changing their Lives for the better. 
But then, as they had but an imperfect 
Knowledge of their Duty, they cou d have 
but a partial Notion of what was to be 
done in repenting; they coud be ſer 
only on reforming ſome more palpable 
Vices; and as to the Sins againſt the 
firſt Table, thro the falſe Notions they 
had of Religion, the more Serious and 
Earneſt they were in repenting, the 
more ſuperſtitious and idolatrous was 
their Conduct for the future, and the 
more heinouſſy did they provoke the 
true God. 

So that they very much wanted to 
be taught that their Sins might certain- 
ly be forgiven, and by what Repentance 


ſuch Forgiveneſs might be obtain d. 


But tho God had by our Lord Chriſt 


made to the Jeus a more clear Revelation 
of the ſure Method of procuring the Par- 
| B don 
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don of Sin to all that would purſue 
that Method; yet without his ſending out 
ſome to acquaint the ſeveral Nations 
of the World with thoſe glad Tidings 
of Peace and Salvation, and proving to 
them the Truth of their Doctrine, few 
of the Heathen had been the better for 
ſuch farther Revelation of God's Will, 
any more than they had been for the 
Law of Moſes given that People; with- 
out ſome extraordinary and powerful 


Miſſion to the World, the greateſt Part 


of Mankind would have never heard 
of any ſuch Manifeſtation of God's 
Will, and fewer ſtill would have at all 
attended to it, or have believ d ir. And 
to convince us of this, it may not 
be improper under this Head briefly to 
enquire a lictle into the Impediments 
there were among the Heathen, to 
their either examining into, or embra- 
cing this fuller Revelation made in the 
Goſpel. 

And tho many might be aſſign d, 
and thoſe weighty ones, yet to keep 
this Diſcourſe within proper Bounds, [ 


ſhall 


— 
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ſhall content my ſelf with the mention 
of two. 
1. One Hindrance in their Way, was 


the Inſenſibility they were in of their 


preſent Danger. 
As they were ignorant of the true 


Nature of God, and the Service due to 


him, and were perſwaded of the Truth 
of the falſe Worſhip they were engaged 
in, they cou'd not be any Ways ſenſible 
how provoking their Idolatry was to 
God. As they had very imperfect 
Notions of the other Parts of their 
Duty, they likewiſe were proportiona- 
| bly deficient in the Senſe of the Guile 
they were ſtill contracting. And as 
they were very doubtful whether any 
Harm wou'd happen to them after this 
Life ended, even for what Evil they were 
perſwaded they had committed here; it 
is evident they cou d have no very 
dreadful Apprehenſions of the Danger 
they were in: Since as to part of 
their Danger they were wholly blind, 
and but ill Judges of the Degree of 
what they did apprehend. But now it 
B 2 15 
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is the Senſe of the Danger they are in 
from their Sins that makes Men look 
about them in good Earneſt, to exa— 
mine which is the certain Way to el- 
cape the Deſttruction ready to overtake 
them, and to reſolve to go in that Way. 
But this we ſee was not the Caſe of 
the Heathens. 

The 2d Hindrance I ſhall mention in 
their Way, was their Prejudice in Favour 
of their old Religion. 

It is certain, Mankind generally 
go on with great Satisfaction of 
Mind in believing what is generally 
profeſt, and it is by ſome great Chance 
that they entertain any Doubt about 
its Truth, or enquire after any Thing 
better. And if their not complying 
with the Rules of the Religion they 
embrace gives them no Diſturbance, 
they leldom ſuſpect there is any 
Occaſion for examining the Truth 
or Solidity of thoſe Rules. And ac- 
cordingly we find the Heathen World 
going on with an entire Acquieſcence 
in a Courſe of ablurd Notions, and 


wicked 
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wicked or ridiculous Obſervances, no 
Ways ſuſpecting any Faiſhood in What 
they believed, or Impiety in what they 
practis d. And conſequently it the 
Goſpel had not been brought to their 
Doors, there was no Diſpoſition in them to 
enquire after that, or any other new 
Doctrine of a different Kind from their 
own Religion. But we may farther 
obſerve, that the Attachment Perſons 
have to the Religion in which they have 
been educated,or that they have long pro- 
feſt, is ſuch, that the leaſt Scruples about 
its Truth are, when they firſt riſe in 
their Minds, lookt on with Horrour, and 
\ eſteem d as Approaches to Blaſphemy. 
What then mult be the Thoughts of 
a Gentile upon firſt hearing there was a 
Religion, that taught that the Gods he 
had been hitherto worſhipping were no 
Gods, and that his Service of them was the 
higheſt Injury and Affront to the trueDeity ? 
That he was to loath and deteſt what 
had been held in the higheſt Venerati— 
on by his Anceſtors, and to think and 
| | ME! ; act 
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act the reverſe of what they had count- 
ed good and holy for many Generati- 
ons? It muſt be ſomewhat very mo- 
ving and powerful that cou'd at all en- 
gage him to learn what a Religion ſo 
oppoſite to his taught, and to cenfider 
the Strength of the Arguments brought 
to ſupport it. | 

In Order therefore to remove theſe 
and what other Hindrances might lie 
in the Way of Men's either knowing 
any Thing of the Revelation made to 
Mankind by his Son, or embracing it 
when known, it pleaſed God by him 
co Commiſſion the Apoſtles to go and 
preach the Goſpel to all Nations; and 
that they and their firſt Succeſſors might 
command the Attention of their Hear- 
ers, and convince them that what they 


taught was certainly from God, he like- 


wiſe confirm d their Preaching by working 
by their Hands many Signs and Wonders, 
and beſtow d on their Converts diverſe 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. And as he 
defignd to let all Nations alike have 


the Benefit of this laſt Diſpenſation, and 


gra- 
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| graciouſly to admit them to Remiſſion of 
their Sins upon their Repentance, ſo did 
he ſend out his Ambaſſadors amongſt them 
to publiſh to them the Terms on which 
he wou'd be reconcil'd to Sinners, and 
to preſs them to lay aſide their Enmity 
to God; and gave them the Credentials 
of Miracles to make their Embaſſy of 
ſome Weight. And thus he provided 
both for the Want they were in of Par- 
don for their many and great Sins, and 
the farther Need they ſtood in of being 
inſtructed in and aſſured of the Cer- 
tainty of that Method in which the 


Remiſſion of their Sins was offer d to 
them. 


I come now to the IId general Head, 
to enquire what is here meant by Re- 
pentance and Remiſſion of Sins being 
preach'd in the Name of Chriſt. = 
And 1. The preaching Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins in the Name 
of Chriſt, implies the publiſhing cheſe 
glad Tidings co the World by his 
Commiſſion and Authority, 


And 


— 
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And this is what we are led to by 


conſidering Matt. xxvill. where our 


Saviour enjoyns his Diſciples to go and 
teach all Nations; but then he gives them 
this Injunction, in Virtue and Conſe- 
quence of his being veſted with all Power 
and Authority himſelf, and thereby ena- 
bled to give them ſuch an extenſive 
Commiſſion, as Ver. 18, 19. Jeſus came 
and . ſpake unto them, ſaying, All Power is 


given unto me in Heaven and in Earth. Go 
ye therefore and teach all Nations. And 


in like Manner, Jobn xx. 21. we find 
our Saviour, for the Encouragement of 
his Diſciples, aſſuring them, that as he 
had been commiſſion d by his Father 
for the Work he had then perform'd 
on Earth, ſo were they by him com- 
miſſion d for the Undertaking they were 


then engaging in: Then ſaid Jeſus to 


them again, Peace be unto you: As my 
Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend T you. 
So that when they proclaimed Pardon 
of Sins to all upon their Repentance, 
tney declared this was no Invention or 
Enterprize of their own, but that chey 


had 
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| had Authority from Chriſt to make 
this gracious Offer from God to Man- 
kind. 

But then as their acting by the Au- 
thority of Chriſt was no Proof to their 
Hearers that what they preach d of the 
merciful Intentions of God towards a 
ſinful World was true, except they cou d 
likewiſe ſatisſie them that Chriſt himſelf 
had a Power from God to promiſe Pardon 
to Mankind upon complying with the 
Terms propos d in the Goſpel; they 
in their Preaching aſſur d the World 
that what they taught they had learnt 
from the bleſſed 1. who had profeſt 
himſelf a Prophet ſent from God, the 
Mefſias promiſed to the Fews, and had 
in his Life-time wrought many undoubt- 
ed Miracles in Confirmation of his Do- 
ctrine, and to whole Miſſion God 
had given the utmoſt Confirmation, by 
raiſing him from the Dead on the third 
Day. And that of the Truth of his 
Reſurrection they and many hundred 
others were Witneſſes, having ſeveral 
Times ſeen and convers d with him after 

C his 
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by his Death. 


his riſing from the Grave, before he was 
miraculouſly taken up from them into 
Heaven. 

And to corroborate this their Teſti- 
mony, where their Knowledge of theſe 
Facts and their Probity were not ſuffici- 
ently known, they were endowed with 
Power from God to work Variety of 
Miracles in the Sight of their Hearers, 
and had the Gift of Tongues to preach 
among Nations, whole Languages 
they never had learnt, And we find 
in their Sermons recorded in the Scri- 
ptures, that they ſtill declar d that it 
was Chriſt who had beſtow'd on them 
theſe Powers, in Order to their bearing 
Witneſs to his Reſurrection, and thereby 
atteſting to the Truth of the Meſſage 
he ſent them to deliver to Mankind. 
And this was one Way in which Re- 
pentance and Remiſſion of Sins was 
preach'd to the World in the Name of 
Chriſt. 

2. This was done, as the Apoſtles 
taught, that theſe Benefits were procur'd 
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What the Apoſtles taught was, that 
our bleſſed Saviour died for our Sins; that 
he paid his Life a Ranſom for the World 
that by bis Blood he reconcild us to the 
Father; that he was offer d for our Sins ; 


and that be appeared once in the End of 


the World to put away Sin by the Sacrifice 
of himſelf. And hence Faith in him is 
made Part of the Terms of our Salva- 
tion. Thus St. John tells us, Chap. ili. 
16. So God loved the World, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth in him fhon d not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life. And St. Marb informs 
us, Chap. xvi. 16. That be that beliey- 
eth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, but he 
that believeth not, fhall be damned. And 
St. Peter inſtructs Cornelius, Acts ix. 43. 
That throngßh his Name whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins. And 
agreeably ro this we find St. Paul preach- 
ing, As xii. 38,39. that through this 
Man is preacht unto you the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins; and by bim all that believe are juſti- 


d from all Things from which ye could not 


be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. 
C 2 We 
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We find then by the Practice of the 
Apoſtles, who beſt underſtood what was 
propheſy d of our Saviour, or com- 
manded by him in Relation to the 
Gentiles, that the preaching Remiſſion of 
Sins thro his Name to them, implied 
that the Pardon of their Sins was ob- 
tain d of God by his Death; and that 
in Order to partake of that Pardon, not 
only Repentance, but likewiſe Faith in 
him, that thro him, and for his Sake, 
they were to receive Remiſſion of their 
Sins, was abſolutely neceſſary. 

3. This is likewiſe done in his Name, 


as the Goſpel teaches us, that it is by his 


other mediatorial Acts that we get into, 
or continue in, ſuch a State as to have 
our Sins remitted. 
It is certain, that if our bleſſed Savi- 
our had not made to us a perfect Diſ- 
covery of our Duty, we ſhould be at 
a Loſs what we were to beg Pardon of 
God for as to what is paſt, and in what 
Particulars we are to amend our Lives 
for the Future; and without this 2 
old 
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fold Knowledge, how can our Repen- 
tance be any Ways acceptable to God 2 

But beſides, the Faith and Repentance 
that are requiſite to the Remiſſion of 
our Sins, are themſelves the Gift of God, 
for the Sake of Chriſt, and wrought in 
us by his Holy Spirit, which is Part of 
the Purchaſe of his Bloud. It is the 
Grace of God that firſt touches our 
Hearts with a lively Senſe of our Guilt, 
ſo as to work in us a godly Sorrow, 
and to ſet us on reſolving to forſake 
our evil Courſes; and that makes us 
feel the Want we have of a Saviour, and 
helps us ro embrace him with true Faith. 
Ic is the ſame Grace that enables us to 
perform our good Reſolutions, and per- 
ſevere in the Ways of Holineſs when we 
are once entered ; without which we 
ſhould ſoon loſe the Benefit of our for- 
mer Pardon. 

And we owe it to the powerful In- 
terceſſion of the Bleſſed Jeſus at the 
right Hand of God, that our Prayers 
are at any Time heard, and our imper- 
fect Obedience accepted of by God. 

And 


r 
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And ſurely, if it is by the Grace he 
has procurd for us that we at all repent 
and believe, ſo as to be qualifyd for 
Pardon; if it is by his Grace that we 
continue in a State of Favour with God; 
and if it is thro his powerful Interceſſion 
joyn d with them, that our Prayers obtain 
this Grace of God, then is it in his Name 
that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins is 
preach d in the Chriſtian Religion. 

come now in the IId Place to confider 
the great Advantage it was to all Nations 
to have Repentance and Remiſſion of 
Sins thus preach d to them in the Name 
of Chriſt. 

And the rf I ſhall mention is, that 
it had a direct Tendency to remove 
their Jealouſy of the Anger of God 
againſt them. A Gentile upon his being 
firſt brought to a Senſe of the abomina- 
ble Idolatry and vicious Courſe he had 
liv d in, without any Knowledge of God, 
or Regard to him and his Laws, and 
that all his Nation for many Generations 
had gone on in ſuch an open Rebellion 
againſt God, might juſtly ſuſpect whe- 
ther there was Room left for ſuch ob- 

ſtinate 
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ſtinate Sinners to obtain Pardon of God, 
and be received into his Favour; and ſtill 
the more when he began now to reflect, 
that God had not at any Time left himſelf 
without Witneſs, but that they might by 
the Light of Nature have traced out the 
Being of a God, and a Providence, and 
more of his Laws than they had hitherto 
regarded, and might at leaſt have for- 
med ſome Conjectures about a future 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments for 
what Men had done in the Body. It is 
certain the Jews thought the Idolatry and 
Wickedneſs of the Heathen' to be ſo 
highly provoking to God, that one of 
their Prejudices againſt the Goſpel was, 
that the Apoſtles preach'd Forgiveneſs of 
Sins to the Gentile as well as to the Jew 
upon their Repentance. 

But whatever Apprehenſions the Hea- 
then could have that their Sins deſervd, 
that they ſhould utterly be rejected by 
God, yet their Minds cou'd not but be 
made eaſy as to any ſuch jealouſy, when 
they ſaw God thus contriving a Method 
for their Salvation, raiſing them up a 

Sa- 
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Saviour to appeaſe his Anger, and re- 
concile him to them, and without their 
ſeeking ſending out Preachers to offer 
Terms of Pardon to them, and to in- 
vite them to be reconcild to God. 

2. In this Way they cou d arrive at a 
Certainty what they were to do in the 
Matter of Religion. | 

The great Wickedneſs of the Heathen 
was in Part owing to the great Doubts 
they were under about the Nature of God 
and his Service, about what Obligation 
lay on Men as to Morality, and what 
they were to expect for neglecting or per- 
forming what they apprehended to be 
their Duty. And we find the ſeveral 
Reaſonings and Diſputes of their Philoſo- 
phers rather ſeryd to perplex than to 
clear up theſe weighty Points; and the 
ordinary People at leaſt were unable 


any Ways to judge of the Strength of 


the Arguments brought on all Sides, to 
know what was true in the great Va- 
riety of Opinions advanc'd by the Learn- 
ed. But in the Way God was pleas d 
co communicate the Goſpel to them, 


they 
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they could eaſily arrive at a Certainty 
in theſe Doctrines. They were compe- 
tent Judges whether ſuch a Miracle was 
really perform d before their own Eyes, 
or the Eyes of their Neighbours or Ac- 
quaintance; and if they were ſatisfied 
that ſuch a Miracle was really wrought, 
they could not doubt of the Reſurrecti- 
on of our Bleſſed Saviour, to prove 
which, the Apoſtles wrought their Mi- 
racles; and it Chriſt was riſen from che 
Dead, then was the Doctrine he taught 
moſt certainly true; and they wanted 
no farther Enquiry than to know what 
he had taught in Matters of Religion ; 
and thus without any long and intri- 
cate Reaſoning, they could come to a 
: Certainty what that God was whom 
; they were to ſerve, what were the 
| Commands he had laid on them, and 
[ what were the Motives he had given 
them, to engage them to perform their 
Duty. And being thus provided, they 
were able to cut off all Pretences and 
Subterfuges from their corrupt In- 
clinations, which before ſhelter'd them- 
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ſelves under the great Doubts they la- 
bourd under. And as the Apoſtles 
chiefly ſtirr d them up to Repentance, 
from our Saviour's being appointed to 
judge the World, and to raiſe his faith- 
ful Servants from the Grave, and in- 
ſtate them in eternal Bliſs, the Proof 
of his Doctrine from his own Reſurre- 


ction had a particular Tendency to 


inforce theſe Motives, ſince in him they 
ſaw an Inſtance of a Man like them- 


ſelves, Sin only excepted, who, for his 


perfect Obedience and Submiſſion to the 
Will of his Father, was not only rais' d 
to a happy Immortality, bur highly 
exalted, and veſted with all Power both 
in Heaven and Earth, and thereby ena- 
bled to protect his Followers here, and 
make them hereafter ſit down with him 
in Heaven, and there with him for e- 
ver partake of the Joys and Glory of 
the Father. | 
3. And laſtly, In this Way of cal- 
ling all Nations to Repentance, there 
were ſeveral powerful Motives to Ho- 
lineſs ſuggeſted, which in the Way of 
| the 
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the Law of Nature muſt have been 


wanting, tho' Mankind had retained 
never ſo perfect a Knowledge of that 
Law. 

But theſe I can only juſt mention, 
having already treſpaſs d ſo long upon 
your Patience. 

Such are the amazing Goodneſs of 
God to Mankind, beyond any Thing 
ſhewn in the Works of his Creation and 
Providence, in laying out the Scheme 
of our Redemption, ſo as to give his 
only begotten Son to die for our Sakes, 
and to make him the great Anthor and 
Finiſher of our Salvation: The infinite 
Love of the Son of God to loſt Man- 
kind, that brought him down from 
Heaven to take our Nature upon him, 
and in it to lead a poor and miſerable 
Life, and at laſt ro ſubmit to the ig- 
nominious Death of the Croſs, to make 
an Atonement for our Sins, and reveal 
to us the Terms on which we might 
regain the Favour of God. And ſure- 
ly theſe Conſiderations ſhould fill our 
Hearts with the higheſt Senſe of Love 
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and Gratitude to our God and to our 
Saviour, and make us careful to the 
laſt Degree how by our Sins we de- 
feat their gracious Purpoſes towards us. 
Another Encouragement to ſet with 
Cheerfulneſs about our Duty, beyond 
any Thing to be met with either in 
the Law of Nature or that of Moſes, is 
the Promiſe of God's Holy Spirit given 
us in the Goſpel, to aſſiſt us to per- 
form the Duty required of us. 

The laſt I ſhall mention, is the in- 
finite and eternal Happineſs of Heaven, 
promis d to all true Believers perſeve- 
ring in Holineſs to their Lives End, 
beyond whatever our Services can de- 
ſerve, or what any one inſtructed on- 
ly by the Light of Nature could either 
hope or wiſh for. 


And certainly being ſure of ſuch an 


Aſſiſtant, and ſuch a Reward, nothing 
will be able to deter us from reſolutely 
Complying with the Terms of Salvati- 
on proposd in the Goſpel. 


I ſhould 
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I ſhould now come to make Inferen=- 
ces from what has been ſaid. Such as 
the ſtirring us up, by true Repentance, 
to lay hold on this Remiſſion of Sins 
preach'd to all Nations in the Name of 
Chriſt; and the exciting us all to the 
utmoſt Thankfulneſs to God, for en- 
lightning this dark Corner of the Earth 
with the Knowledge of the Goſpel, and 


vouchſafing to our Anceſtors, as barba- 


rous at that Time as any other People, 
in the early Ages of Chriſtianity, the 
oreat Favour of Planting his holy Re- 
ligion amongſt them; and after it had 


been long obſcurd by Romiſh Errors 


and Superſtitions, reſtoring it to its for- 


mer Purity amongſt us. 

But I ſhall paſs theſe by, and ha- 
ſten to the Occaſion of our preſent 
Meeting. 

We have ſeen the gracious Intenti- 
ons of God revealed to his Prophets 
long before the ſending our Saviour 
into the World, that in his Name Re- 
pentance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould 
be preachd to all Nations; we have 

| ſeen 
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ſeen likewiſe the great Need all ſtood 
in of Pardon of Sins, and of being 


inſtructed wherein true Repentance con- 


ſiſted; and that they who were the 
deepeſt plunged in Ignorance, Vice 
and Idolatry, molt wanted the kind In- 
terpoſition of Providence, to ſend Teach- 
ers amongſt them, who might conduct 
them to the Knowledge of the true 
God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; a Knowledge which they could 
neither ſeek nor wiſh for, becauſe they 
were not ſenſible that they wanted ir. 
This Intention of God, foretold by the 
Prophets, and confirm'd by our Saviour, 
has been in Part fulfill'd among us of 
this Nation, by our having our Eyes open- 
ed, and our being turned from Darkneſs 
to Light, and from the Power of Satan 


unto God, that we might receive Forgive- 


neſs of Sins, and an Inheritance among 

them that are ſanflified by Faith in 
Chriſt. | 

And when we have been admitted 

to theſe great Benefits our ſelves, we 

cannot but think our ſelves obliged, as 

we 
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we have Opportunity, to promote the 
entire Completion of theſe Predicti- 
ons, and to labour that all the King- 
doms of the World may be brought 
into the Kingdom of our Lord. But 
ſtill among the vaſt Tracts of the Earth 
that continue coverd with heatheniſh 
Ignorance and Superſtition, ſome Regi- 
ons may claim our more immediate 
Regard, or may give us a more encou- 
raging Proſpect of being able to con- 
vert them to the Faith. And ſuch 
certainly are the Heathen mix'd in our 
Colonies in America, or dwelling in 
their Neighbourhood. As we receive 
great temporal Advantages from the 
Labours of the firſt, and from Traffick 
with the Jatter, and as they are both 
under our Government or Protection, 
i we cannot but think we ought to 

make them Partakers of our ſpiritual 
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1 Bleſſings. 
Nor are thoſe of our own People, 
g who are ſettled there, to be left out 


| of our Regard, fince in many Places 
there, 
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there, they had been for many Years, 
and in ſome Places more than one 
Generation, without any ghoſtly Teach- 
ers, ſo as to have retaind little more 
than the Name of Chriſtians, till by 
the Care and Aſſiſtance of this Society, 
the Knowledge of the Goſpel has be- 
gun to be revived amongſt them. It 
was with a particular View to relieve 
the ſpiritual Wants of thoſe Countries, 
that ſome well diſpoſed Perſons firſt 
got themſelves incorporated, that they 
might the better, with united Counſels 
and Contributions, carry on ſo noble 
and Evangelical an Undertaking. What 
Increaſe they have fiace had of Mem- 
bers, what Aſſiſtance others have gi- 
ven to their good Deſign, and with 
what good Succeſs thoſe Liberalities 
have been imployed, I ſhall refer 
to the yearly Accounts of the Pro- 
ceedings of this truly Chriſtian So- 
ciety. 

Nor ſhall I attempt to give my 
Thoughts how this Work may beſt 

| be 
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be carried on in its ſeveral Branches, 
as having been the Subject of abler 
Pens, and as imploying the Thoughts 
of thoſe who have been longer, and are 
better acquainted with the Circum- 
ſtances of thoſe Countries. 

But I (hall only obſerve, by Way 
of Concluſion, that the Society are yet 
only in the Beginnings of the great 
Work they would willingly puſh on, 
for Want of ſufficient Funds to ſup- 
port the Deſign; and that therefore 
it is to be hopd that every one, who 
is toucht with a Concern for the Sal- 
vation of thoſe miſerable Ignorants, 
who have immortal Souls as well as 
our ſelves; and who is movd with a 

IF Zeal for the Glory of God, that the 

ö whole Earth may ſerve and worſhip 

N their great Creator; and who deſires to 
advance the Honour of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, that the Fulneſs of the Gen- 
tiles may come into his Kingdom, 
| will aſſiſt with their Encouragement 
and Liberality to ſend out a greater 
1 1 Num- 
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Number of Labourers, where the Har- 
veſt is certainly ſo great. 


To which God of his infinite Mer- 
cy incline all our Hearts, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 
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